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To the Marines, Sailors and Civilian Marines of Marine Corps Systems Command,

Welcome to the latest edition of Marines On Point. By now, I hope you have taken the
time to "sharpen your ax" as we gear up for the home stretch of fiscal year 2007. This is an
extremely busy and significant period as Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) continues
to execute nearly $10.5 billion in various appropriations by September 30th.

The Global War on Terrorism demands that we advance our Marines' combat effective-
ness and safety while maintaining quality control. As new requirements emerge, it is impera-
tive that we quickly test and field the best equipment available. MCSC's outcome-oriented
acquisition strategy enables us to do so. Demonstrating this commitment is MCSC's unprece-
dented efforts with Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles -- the Defense
Department’s highest priority acquisition program. We need to continue to procure equipment
and systems to enable our Marines to move faster, shoot straighter and communicate better, all
with greater protection.

MCSC's relentless efforts are recognized within the Marine Corps. During his visit to
Hospital Point, Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert Magnus said, "You
have had a fundamental impact on the life of the individual Marine and an impact on U.S.
forces in theater."

As I approach my one-year anniversary as MCSC's commander, I am proud of what you
have accomplished. The "Art of the Possible" is a premise MCSC uses to continually and
aggressively develop cutting-edge solutions. We enter each day knowing the warfighter is a
real person on the front lines of battle, and we are committed to “Equipping the Warfighter to
Win.”

The train isn't going to stop, and the merry-go-round isn't going to slow down. We need
to continue to press. Remember -- first, do what's right; second, do your best.

Semper Fidelis!

M. M. Brogan
Brigadier General
U. S. Marine Corps

COMMANDER
A message from the

Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, Marine Corps
Systems Command Commander, makes a
point during the Town Hall in April. See story
on page 20. (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)
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Anti-microbial and
moisture wicking, the
FROG I balaclava has
been uniquely designed
with a hinged face guard
that allows the wearer to
pull the front portion
down in order to expose
the face without having to
remove the helmet.  There
are two styles, light-weight
and mid-weight.  The mid-
weight is made of a heav-
ier fabric for colder condi-
tions.  In extreme cold, the
light- and mid-weight bala-
clavas can be worn together.
(PM ICE photo)

Flame-Resistant
Organizational Gear
protects Marines
longer

FROG Apparel
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Afew seconds might not  ----
-sound like a very long

time, but it could be the differ-
ence between life and death.
Depending on the actual item,
the new Flame-Resistant
Organizational Gear (FROG)
II that has been fielded or is
being fielded into theater now
gives the warfighter a tested
four seconds of protection
against flames from impro-
vised explosive devices and
other forms of attack.  

"This material at a four-
second exposure will self-
extinguish, which will allow
the Marine time to get away
from the heat source," said
John Hernandez of Marine
Corps Systems Command's
Program Management Office
for Infantry Combat
Equipment (PM ICE).

The indicated four sec-
onds for FROG II is what the
material withstood in controlled testing.  The actual length of
protection might be different depending on specific combat
situations.  For those Marines who don't yet have all FROG II
protection items, FROG I apparel still provides plenty of pro-
tection.  

The current Marine Corps Combat Utility Uniform is an
essential part of FROG I.  When worn with collar up, blouse
tucked in, sleeves down, body armor on and other require-
ments stipulated in MARADMIN 252/06, FROG I provides
protection when exposed to flame for up to three seconds,
according to controlled testing results.  Additional FROG I
items include the light- and mid-weight balaclava (hooded
head protection), long-sleeve T-shirt and gloves.

"For exposures greater than three seconds, we have devel-
oped FROG II," said Dan Fitzgerald, ICE Program Manager.
"The latest generation of FROG II is the combat shirt and
trousers ensemble.  Until fielding is complete, Marines are
still being afforded FROG II protection in the form of the cur-
rent flight suit and the combat vehicle crewman's (CVC) suit."

The new gear is made primarily from a blend of materials
that includes many flame-resistant fibers.  It adds protection,
but it is not fire proof.

"This is not a firefighting ensemble," Hernandez said.
"You do not put this on and go in there and save the kitten.
That is what firefighters wear….  This is not designed for that.
A Marine has to be able to wear what he is wearing and still
complete his mission."

"FROG apparel is not designed for going into burning
buildings," added John Bauer, a materials engineer with PM
ICE.  "It is designed to minimize an injury."

According to the Program Management Office, the
biggest advantage to wearing the new FROG apparel is the
reduction in the amount of second- and third-degree burns.  "It
is a significant reduction," Bauer said.

The flame-resistant gear works in conjunction with the

rest of the combat equipment a Marine wears "outside the
wire."  The helmet, body armor and goggles all provide
increased flame protection.

"Just wearing the goggles alone will take a burn that
would have been third-degree around the eyes down to zero-
degree burns, again, at a four-second exposure," Hernandez
said.

PM ICE also considered the durability and use of the
gear.  The new flame-resistant gloves are a good example.

"The have a lot of dexterity," Hernandez said.  "We do not
want to see Marines cutting fingertips off the gloves, so we
have come up with a glove that allows them to still manipulate
the weapon."

Marines in Iraq are wearing the new FROG apparel.  The
Marine Corps has shipped 120,000 balaclavas, 60,000 of each
style, along with 60,000 gloves and 120,000 long-sleeve
shirts.  All FROG I apparel items are in theater now.
Shipments of the FROG II combat shirts and trousers are
underway with about 8,000 of each currently in theater.

"We are aggressively working with industry to increase
production capacity and reduce delivery timelines for these
items with a target date of completing production this calendar
year," Fitzgerald said.  "Meanwhile, FROG II flight suits and
CVC suits are available."  In fact, Marines can choose to con-
tinue to wear flight suits or CVC suits instead of the new
FROG II shirts and trousers, if they so desire.  Each provides
about the same amount of improved protection.

A fully tested four seconds of flame protection is a great
improvement, according to Hernandez, but PM ICE is also
working hard to increase the length and level of protection. 

"It's a spiral development," he said.  "This is never going
to stop until we can find something that is comfortable to wear
and provides the level of protection that Marines require over
there.  We are going to keep going."

--- By Bill Johnson-Miles, Corporate Communications

Maj. John Gutierrez of PG16 answers questions concerning Flame-Resistant
Organizational Gear and the Modular Tactical Vest during the Assistant Commandant of
the Marine Corps visit.  (Photo by Dedra Jones)

When worn in conjunction with the
Modular Tactical Vest, the FROG II
combat shirt provides upper torso
and arm protection.  The flame-
resistant sleeves resemble the cur-
rent Marine Corps Combat Utility
Uniform.  According to PM ICE, the
shirt should be worn with FROG I
layers and secured all the way to
the top with sleeves down, gloves
pulled over the sleeve cuff and
tucked into trousers.   (PM ICE photo)
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"The LAV program represents a true
success for the Corps," said Col. Mike

Micucci, LAV Program Manager.  "This plat-
form provides great capability and operational

flexibility to the employing commander."
There are more than 700 LAVs in the Marine

Corps inventory today, fielded in one of seven different
configurations.  They include the LAV-25, the cornerstone

of the fleet armed with an M242 25mm chain gun; LAV-
Antitank, equipped with the Tube-launched, Optically tracked,
Wire-guided missile system; LAV-Command and Control (C2),
outfitted with a robust communications suite; LAV-Logistics

vehicle, providing valuable logistics and maintenance
capacity; LAV-Mortar 81mm Mortar carrier; LAV-Recovery

vehicle; and LAV-Mobile Electronic Warfare Support
System.   

According to program officials, the LAV's
eight-wheeled configuration can maintain highway
speeds in excess of 60 mph, can climb 60 percent

grades and traverse 30 percent side slopes.  It accelerates from 0
to 20 mph in less than 10 seconds and negotiates 18-inch vertical
steps.  It has a cruising range of more than 400 miles and pro-
vides more than 14 inches of ground clearance.

"The LAV is a remarkably fast and agile weapons system,"
Micucci said.  "And although it's not as capable a swimmer as
the Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, it can ford small rivers and
swim non-surf bodies of water at speeds of up to 6.5 mph."

The LAV-25 has a two-man turret, which provides ballistic
protection equivalent to the base chassis.  The vehicle provides
the vehicle commander and gunner with full 360-degree visibili-
ty in the closed hatch mode via periscopes.  The primary arma-
ment is the electrically powered M242 25mm automatic chain
gun, the same as on the M2/M3 Bradley Fighting Vehicle, which
can fire single shot, 100 or 200 rounds per minute.      

LAVs reside in the Marine Division's Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalions, and their mission employment cen-

ters on providing reconnaissance,
security, and offensive and defensive
operations in a fluid combat environment.
They continue to be used in current Operation Iraqi
Freedom (OIF) rotations.

"Their value is grounded in their inherent mobility and the
ready capability of calling in supporting fires from the Marine
Air Ground Task Force via the LAV-C2 vehicle," the LAV
Program Manager stated.  "LAVs have proven their worth on
numerous occasions, not to mention traversing more than 600
miles inland from Kuwait to Tikrit during OIF I."

The PM LAV team works hard to ensure the best LAV capa-
bility is fielded to the Marine Corps.  The team focuses on sur-
vivability and capability improvements with tradeoffs to vehicle
weight, mobility, transportability and the ability to swim.  To
reflect the improved significant survivability and capability
enhancements occurring today, the vehicle is being renamed as
the LAV-A2.  Among many improvements, the new LAV will be
receiving the Improved Thermal Sight System (ITSS).  ITSS is
currently undergoing product verification testing and scheduled
for fielding during the third quarter this fiscal year.  The ITSS
provides the gunner and commander with thermal images, an
eye-safe laser range finder, a fire-control solution and far-target
location target grid information.  

"It is designed to improve lethality, hit probability and sur-
vivability," Micucci added.  "It gives you the ability to see the
threat before it sees you."

LAV-A2 is also receiving a three-kit armor system, which
provides the LAV with additional survivability against impro-
vised explosive devices (IED) and direct-fire kinetic energy
weapons.  

"The war in Iraq has demonstrated that IEDs will remain a
weapon of choice by our adversaries now and in the future," the
Program Manager said.  "But as we add needed armor protec-
tion, there can be associated negative effects to the vehicle's
transportability, mobility and its ability to swim.   These are the

Marine Corps transitions
the Light Armored
Vehicle for the future

LAV success story

The Marine Corps' Light Armored ---------
-Vehicle (LAV) has been in service for more

than 24 years with the possibility of continued
viable service for many more.   The Program

Management Office LAV (PM LAV), which now reports
to the Program Executive Officer for Land Systems, is a work
force of six Marines and more than 80 civilian employees.  

Working in conjunction with a myriad of Marine Corps agen-
cies, the team maintains the LAV's current readiness status while at the
same time incorporating capabilities for facing future challenges.
They manage ongoing efforts to provide enhanced capabilities and
detailed planning for future advances.   This significant responsibility
is even more critical today as U.S. forces continue to fight the long

war on terrorism.  
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main reasons why we must continue to research and develop
armors that offer better protection at a lighter weight and less
cost."

According to program officials, ceramic armors of silicon
and boron carbide comprise today's lightweight armors, "but we
need to get even lighter and stronger."   They see potential solu-
tions in the use of titanium and aluminum, which can provide up
to 40 percent weight savings when compared to traditional rolled
homogenous armor.   

"When combined with other materials, this is significant as
we rethink how to design and construct the LAV's hull, suspen-
sion and turret," Micucci said.  "We also need to explore active
protection systems that minimize their potential impact on the
LAV scouts and vehicle crew."

Additional upgrades PM LAV plans to explore include a
universal weapons mount and a variety of improved automotive
initiatives and technologies.  

"Upgrades such as the LAV-A2 and the LAV-C2, along with

a variety of RAM [Rapid Acquisition Modifications] initiatives,
are ensuring we field the best capability today, while future
enhancements such as lightweight armors, active protective
systems and embedded platform logistics will increase our
combat effectiveness in the future," Micucci concluded.

Adapting with changing environments to maintain rele-
vance is a hallmark of the Marine Corps and clearly evident in
the LAV program.  The LAV entered the Marine Corps in 1983
with a service life expectation of 2005.  The significant Service
Life Extension Program initiated in the late 1990s extended its
life to 2015.  Current and future upgrades will likely keep the
LAV in the inventory to 2025 and beyond.  Even though the
LAV is considerably older than most of the crew and scouts who
operate it today, it remains among the most versatile and capable
platforms in the Marine Corps' arsenal.  

---  Submitted by the Light Armored Vehicle Program
Management Office

Background: A Light Armored Vehicle sits in the Iraq's
rural desert region of Al Anbar as the sun sets on
another day.  (Photo by Cpl. Graham Paulsgrove)

Cpl. Marco Jimenez
stands in front of the
Light Armored Vehicle in
which he is a scout team
leader. Jimenez is func-
tioning as an advisor and
as additional security for
Iraqi soldiers manning a
traffic control point on the
outskirts of Ar Rutbah,
Iraq. (Photo by Sgt. Stephen
DeBoard)

Two light armored reconnaissance
vehicle crews assigned to Battalion
Landing Team, 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit, take a break
during a bilateral training exercise
being conducted in the Central
Command theater of operation.
(Photo by Cpl. Matt Lyman)
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In the blink of an eye by acquisition standards, the development ---
-and deployment of Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP)

vehicles for the Marine Corps and other joint forces have leaped
forward in less than a year.  Known as MRAP, the vehicles have
already saved lives on the front lines.  As of Sept. 4, the Marine
Corps had fielded more than 350 MRAP vehicles, which are 
proving their worth on the front lines.

Since late April, the number of MRAP vehicles placed on order
has grown dramatically, jumping to 5,690 at press time.  The
Marine Corps made six large orders in that timeframe, awarding
Stewart and Stevenson Tactical Vehicle Systems LP, a Division of
Armor Holdings, an order for 1,170 MRAP vehicles for more than
$518 million; 441 vehicles from BAE Land Systems for more than
$213 million; two orders for 1,955 vehicles worth more than $1.036
billion from International Military Government LLC; and two
orders for more than $695 million to Force Protection Industries

Inc. (FPII) for 1,455 vehicles.
"We continue to press forward to meet the urgent need to field

these vehicles as quickly as possible," said Paul Mann, MRAP
Vehicle Program Manager.  "Everyone is working toward one goal -
- from the top of the Department of Defense to the production
worker responsible for welding Part A to Part B -- we share a single
mission to save the lives of our warfighters."

The MRAP family of vehicles are built with a special V-shaped
hull and raised chassis to provide proven protection from small
mines and IEDs.  There are three categories designed to meet vari-
ous combat needs. Category I MRAP vehicles are designed for
urban combat operations.  Category II MRAP vehicles are capable
of multi-mission operations including convoy lead, troop transport
and ambulance service.  The largest of the vehicles, the Category
III, can clear mines and IEDs, and dispose of the lethal weapons
safely.  

The rapid trip from drawing board to final product, which usu-
ally takes years from start to finish, shows how the military and
industry can work hand in hand to meet an urgent need, according
to Marine Corps officials.  Using an unprecedented acquisition
approach, the MRAP vehicle program is meeting the urgent and
growing need in rapid fashion. 

"All players -- the military, Department of Defense
and manufacturers -- are very supportive of each other's
role in meeting our goal," Mann said.  "By helping each
other we help ourselves and ultimately, and most impor-
tantly, we help our troops.

"Only industry can assist greatly in this
effort to manufacture these lifesaving vehicles
as well as expedite delivery," Mann contin-
ued.  "We're all working toward one common
goal to protect our warfighters." 

Gen. James Conway, Commandant of the
Marine Corps, recognized the success of the program
when he visited FPII in Ladson, S.C., in June to see pro-
duction firsthand and thank those involved in the opera-
tion.

"I wanted to visit the Force Protection Industries

production facility not only to gain a better understanding of the
level of effort it takes to build these vehicles," he said, "but I want-
ed to meet some of the folks on the assembly line, look them in the
eye, personally thank them and let them know that plenty of
Marines are counting on them.

"Fielding these vehicles means better protection for our
deployed Marines and Sailors operating outside the wire," the com-
mandant said.  "A Marine riding in a Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected vehicle is much less likely to be killed or injured when
engaged by an enemy employing the same type of blast that would
rip through the undercarriage of an up-armored Hummer." 

In addition to thanking contract workers, the general and
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates have visited Aberdeen Proving
Grounds in Maryland where they saw firsthand how MRAP vehi-
cles resist damage and protect troops in a series of explosions set
off next to the vehicles. The results reinforced Gates' declaration

that "MRAP should be considered the highest priority
Department of Defense acquisition program."

The Marine Corps began procuring MRAP-style vehicles
called HEV/Cougars in 2004, fielding 27 vehicles between
October 2004 and August 2005. The current MRAP program,
established in November 2006, was in response to requests by
Multi-National Force-West in May 2006 for 185 medium mine
protected vehicles and for another 1,000 vehicles in July 2006,

resulting in a joint requirement of 1,185 vehicles. 
In February 2007, the Marine Corps Requirements Oversight

Council approved an increase to the Marines' requirement, making
it 3,700.  On May 10 the Joint Requirements Oversight Council
reviewed and approved the cumulative service -- Army, Navy, Air
Force and Marine Corps -- and Special Operations Command
requirements for 7,774 MRAP vehicles.  The total cost is estimated
at $12.1 billion.  A total of $4.4 billion has been allocated across all
services for fiscal year 2007 to achieve maximum production ramp
up until fiscal year 2008 funding is received.  About $6.6 billion is
required in fiscal year 2008 and the balance in fiscal year 2009.
(All figures were current as of press time.)

If you work in acquisition, don't blink or you might miss what-
ever is next for the fast-paced ever-changing Marine Corps-led
MRAP program.  

--- Jim Katzaman, Corporate
Communications

International Military
Government's Category I Mine
Resistant Ambush Protected
vehicle.  (IMG photo)

MRAP quickly moves
to the front lines
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Lance Cpl. Benjamin Pellum provides security along a
street in Fullujah, Iraq, in July.  You can help improve
the lethality, comfort and survivability of Marines like
Pellum through the Marine Enhancement Program.
(Photo by Cpl. Mike Escobar)
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The Marine Enhancement Program (MEP) is directed toward the
individual Marine Infantryman, but it can also be used by every-

one at Marine Corps System Command (MCSC).   If any member
of the MCSC team has an idea to improve the "lethality, comfort
and survivability" of individual Marines, it should be turned into a
proposal and submitted to MEP.

Since its inception in 1989, MEP has funded many successful
programs such as the Breacher's Kit, Combat Assault Sling, Field
Tarp, Improved Load Bearing Equipment, Joint Combat Shotgun,
M249 SAW Spare Barrel Bag, M9 Holster, MIOX Water
Purification Block I, Multi-Purpose Bayonet and Rifle Combat
Optic.

"MEP achieves its goal through an accelerated acquisition
process that utilizes commercially available technologies to quickly
provide lighter, more improved Infantry items to the Marines," said
Katie Leimbach, MEP Project Officer.

The MEP Working Group (MWG), which consists of core rep-
resentatives from MCSC, Combat Development and Integration
(CD&I) and Plans, Policies and Operations, meets on a quarterly
basis to review current projects and newly submitted proposals.
The MWG develops a prioritized list of initiatives for the upcoming
fiscal year, which is sent to CD&I for approval.  Once the list is
signed and approved, it is presented to MCSC for testing and field-
ing.  

"Depending upon when the item is needed, its complexity, risk
and the cost of the proposal, it can take anywhere from 90 days to
two years to test, modify as appropriate, procure and field the item
to the Infantry community," Leimbach said. 

In fiscal years 2006 and 2007, MEP provided additional fund-
ing to Program Manager Infantry Combat Equipment for the
Modular Tactical Vest (MTV), Flame Resistant Organizational Gear
(FROG) and Sniper Weapon Concealment System.  The MTV is
the replacement for the Outer Tactical Vest, and FROG provides the
best available flame resistant protection from improvised explo-
sives device detonations.  The Sniper Weapon Concealment System
conceals and protects the sniper rifle during insertion and extrac-
tion.  These three programs are currently being fielded.

MEP also provided fiscal year 2006 and fiscal year 2007 fund-
ing to Program Manager Infantry Weapons for the Grip Pod pro-
gram. The Grip Pod, a vertical handgrip with a deployable bipod
that attaches to the Modular Weapon System, was developed to
provide a more versatile shooting platform.  Other programs funded
by MEP in fiscal year 2007 include M249 SAW & M240B/G
Mount, One Point Sling, 3 Season Sleeping Bag, Personal
Illumination System, 60mm Light Weight Mortar System, Seabag
Replacement and enhancements to the current Breacher's Kit.

To qualify as an MEP initiative, a proposal should be an item
that has utility to the Infantry Marine, satisfies an immediate need
and can be fielded within the current fiscal year after the comple-
tion of any testing and modification.  For more information and to
find out how to submit an MEP proposal, visit the program's web-
site at www.mccdc.usmc.mil/featuretopics/mep/.   

---  Submitted by the Marine Enhancement Program Working Group

You can help improve equipment for
the Marine infantryman



Dennis Carlson might be one of the few persons who could
-compare the National Stock Car Association to Marine Corps

Systems Command.  Yet, he readily did just that at Acquisition
Excellence Day in June, pointing to teamwork as the engine that
drives people in both organizations to their goals.  Carlson drew
on his experience in auto racing and Department of Defense equip-
ment design to illustrate the day's theme, the "Art of the Possible."

"I put myself through college working on cars," said Carlson,
who owns Pit Stop Engineering.  "Cars, engines, all of that have
been a part of my life."

His career in the pit began in 1978 when Team McLaren was
looking for ways to improve the on-track performance of its Indy
car.  Carlson and the team owner devised a scheme to reduce time
in the pits, starting with a new fuel tank design.  The quantum
improvement in fueling forced the team to choreograph its tire-
changing technique so everyone could keep up with the refuelers'
pace.  Integrating the new, high-speed pit work not only boosted
the race team's performance but also helped the crew capture the
pit-stop competition two years in a row.

Working with the pit crew, Carlson said, "immediately
allowed me to become part of the team.  And once you are part of
a team, you start to work together to solve all of the problems."

Having the right attitude, he said, is the key.  "Henry Ford
said, 'If you believe you can or you believe you cannot, you are
right.'  If you have that ability to take on challenges that others
think are impossible -- to say I can do it when nobody else
believes it can be done -- you have a couple of choices in life.  You
can become either a member of some of the highest forms of auto
racing, or you can become a Marine," Carlson said.  "Everything I
learned about the Marines is that they have that attitude.  When
someone thinks something cannot be done, they are the ones who
will do it."

One of Carlson's first military
assignments arose during the first
Gulf War.  Just as today, Iraq's
torrid climate took a toll
on people and equip-
ment alike.

It reminded Carlson of hot days on the race circuit.                                   
"They were experiencing temperatures inside some of the

vehicles [in the Gulf] at 165 degrees, and that is a fairly typical
temperature for NASCAR," Carlson said.  "After a NASCAR race
you cannot even touch the seatbelt buckles or anything like that."

He evaluated the Navy's state-of-the-art backpack cooling sys-
tem.  The mission-oriented protective posture gear, Carlson
thought, "is very similar to the Nomex driving suits auto racers
wear to keep fire out: multiple layers of fire-retardant material.
The helmets are also very similar to helmets drivers wear for their
protection.  I was asked to take refrigeration components they had
developed and put them into a backpack."

Having never done a project for the military, Carlson won-
dered, "What do I do?  I didn't know how the military looks at
things.  I finally decided to design this the way I would for a
Formula 1 racing team, and we'll see what falls out."

The final product, based on Carlson's intuitive design, lets
untrained users replace failed batteries or even the entire refrigera-
tion unit without tools.  To prove his point, two untrained audience
volunteers, MCSC Chief of Staff Col. David Karcher and MCSC
Comptroller Marilyn Thomas, completed a battery change in just a
few minutes.

The newly designed backpack won a Gold Award from
Business Week magazine as one of the 18 best-designed projects in
the world in 1994.  At that time, it was the highest award ever won
by a DOD project for design against the rest of international busi-
ness.

Carlson's subsequent modular, simple, award-winning designs
led to huge savings in time and money, which Carlson said have to
be considered in the entire picture.  "It's not just the design of the
equipment," he said.  "It's the impact of it on all the other parts of
it on the entire system.  The logistics and training are all part of the
formula."

Trying to pinpoint how he achieves excellence and masters the
art of the possible, people have asked him how he thinks different-
ly.  To that Carlson said, "People say they think outside the box.  I
say I just think in a bigger box."  

It's a box that lets Dennis Carlson design DOD equipment
from a racer's perspective.

--- Jim Katzaman, Corporate Communications

Navy stockcar makes a pit stop during
a NASCAR race. (Photo by Maj. William
Thurmond)

MCSC Chief of Staff Col. David Karcher and MCSC Comptroller Marilyn
Thomas complete a battery change on the Navy state-of-the-art backpack cool-
ing system that Dennis Carlson (right) redesigned.  (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)

Designer Drives DOD Excellence
From Racer's Point Of View

GENTLEMEN, 
START YOUR IMAGINATIONS
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Firefighters and military personnel
unfurl the American flag in anticipation
of a visit to the Pentagon crash site by
the President. (Photo by Jocelyn Augustino) 11
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Pentagon renovator
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He never wanted the job.  The renovation of the Pentagon  --
-was over budget, behind schedule and on the verge of

being cancelled by Congress.  Given a choice, Lee Evey
would not have stepped into such mess.  Fortunately for him,
the Pentagon and the rest of post-9/11 America, Evey had no
choice.

Now president of the Design Build Institute of America,
Evey spoke at Marine Corps Systems Command's Acquisition
Excellence Day in June as the former manager of the
Pentagon Renovation Project and the manager who led the
Phoenix Project to rebuild the structure after it was severely
damaged in the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

His team reconstructed the damaged wedge of the
Pentagon in less than a year, under budget and ahead of sched-
ule, setting the stage for the rest of the renovations and per-
haps leading the way for future innovative acquisition proj-
ects.  Along the way he found how complex, difficult ventures
can succeed with the help of heartfelt and generous thanks
spread early and often among surprised and grateful workers. 

As successful as it was, the job was one he really had no

intention of taking.  Having just completed a sensitive negotia-
tion for the Department of Defense, he was called in to see the
deputy secretary of defense and asked to volunteer for a spe-
cial project, the Pentagon renovation.  Knowing the budget
and construction problems, Evey's heart sank. 

"I did not want this program at all," he said. "I told him
I'm not an architect, and I'm not an engineer.  I'm a psycholo-
gy and education major.  He said, 'Oh, you will do fine.'  So, I
inherited this program."

Wedge 1 was five days away from completion the morn-
ing of Sept. 11 when the terrorists crashed their aircraft into
the building.  If there was anything fortunate about the attack,
it was the aircraft hitting the newly rebuilt and reinforced sec-

tion of the structure. 
"Because we were in transition [from Wedge 1 to Wedge

2 renovation]," Evey said, "we were tracking where all the
people were in the building. There were 2,600 people in the
immediate vicinity of where the aircraft hit.  Inside the build-
ing we had 125 casualties.  So by almost any possible meas-
ure, this building did an extraordinary job of protecting its
occupants."

Already that night, with fires still burning, Evey was
among about 100 people who walked hand in hand into the
unlit building to talk about how they would bring the
Pentagon back.  The FBI expected it would take two to three
months to process the crime scene before turning it over to the
builders.

Evey replied, "I do not know anything about any of that
stuff -- about plane crash recovery or crime scenes -- but I do
know this: We know acquisition.  Every one of my people has
a light hardhat with the Pentagon Renovation symbol.  You
come to them and you say, 'I need, I need.'  Our mission is to
give you whatever you need in five minutes.  As I'm talking to

you right now, we are having pressure-treated lumber, steel,
batteries, generators and everything we can think of that you
might need to bring this building back."

Rather than months, the FBI completed its work in two
weeks and two days.  Evey recalled, "When they left, they
said, 'We have never received the kind of support that we
received on this program.  It was absolutely incredible.'  That
was a direct result of what acquisition people did.  We are
highly motivated, and we are success-oriented."

Then Evey turned to his "secret weapon."  At least once a
month he would try to go on to the job site visiting floor by
floor trying to meet every worker.  To one after the other Evey
said, "Thank you.  Thank you very much.  Thank you.  We

...'THANK YOU' SAYS IT ALL

Reconstructing the damaged wedge of the Pentagon took less than a
year, came in under budget and was completed ahead of schedule. 
(Army photo)

Terrorists flew their hijacked plane into a section of the Pentagon that
had just been renovated, which might have helped save many lives.
(Photo by R.D. Ward)
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really appreciate what you are doing.  You are working really, real-
ly hard.  Thank you.  Thank you so much.  You know the American
people are watching what you are doing every single day?  Thank
you.  Do you realize that you are a hero?  Thank you.  Thank you
very much.  Thank you.  You know, people see you every night on
television?  Little kids know what you are doing.  You are heroes.
The whole world is watching what you are doing.  You are rebuild-
ing this building.  Everybody is watching what you are doing.  This
is the most incredible thing the American public has seen in
decades.  It is extraordinary, and you are all heroes.  Thank you
very much.  Thank you.  Thank you for your service.  Thank you so
much.  Thank you, sir."

His sincere outreach hit a chord.  "Just one person reaching out
and shaking the hand of another person and treating them like a
human being and relating to them as a human being and giving a
very human message makes all the difference in the world," Evey
said.  "That is really, really simple and does not cost the taxpayers
of the United States one red cent.  But it is the most powerful thing
you can do as a program manager, as a contracting officer, as a
contract specialist, as someone who represents the government of
the United States and as someone who is here to make programs
efficient and effective.

"That is pretty simple, is it not?  And that is pretty easy," Evey
said.  "So, if it's so easy and so simple, why do we not do it?"

Between boosting the morale and motivation of his crews who
worked 24 hours a day, seven
days a week -- taking off reluc-
tantly for Christmas and New
Year -- and reducing 3,500
pages of designs, drawings,
specifications and standards
down to 16 pages, the recon-
structed Wedge 1 stood com-
plete in 11 months after the
attack -- ahead of time and
under budget. 

Questioned about complet-
ing the mammoth Pentagon
rebuilding project in a short
time, an exasperated Evey
replied to a reporter in those
early dark days, "A year from
now on Sept. 11, 2002, we are
going to have a ceremony out
there where that airplane hit that
building.  At that ceremony
there are going to be people sit-
ting in their offices at the point
where that airplane hit the
building, and they are going to
be at their desks, at their com-
puters, using their phones.
They are going to be watching
that ceremony from the inside
of the building out.  We are going to rebuild that building in a year,
and we are going to get it done."

Thanks to innovation and his well placed secret weapon, Lee
Evey saw his dream come true, the highlight of his career out of a
job he never really wanted.

--- Jim Katzaman, Corporate Communications

Lee Evey makes a point concerning the act of showing sincere appreciation
and expressing gratitude during MCSC's Acquisition Excellence Day.  (Photo by
Bill Johnson-Miles)

A 9/11 Memorial Service is conducted on the Southwest corner of the Pentagon,
the area of the building damaged during the attack.  (Photo by Air Force Tech. Sgt.
Angela Stafford)
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For John Lynch, public service-
- is a calling.  The contracts

manager for the Marine Corps'
Training Systems program (PM
TRASYS) in Orlando, Fla., has
been leading a life to serve and
protect the community since
childhood.

Growing up in Loudoun
County, Va., with a volunteer
fireman as a father, this oldest of
six siblings followed suit and
began volunteering at an early
age.  When he turned 15, he

became the youngest emergency medical technician (EMT) in
Virginia.  

A few years later, Lynch volunteered at an elite organiza-
tion -- the U.S. Marine Corps, where he served for eight and a
half years.  Finding time between becoming an aerial gunner
and broadening his professional development in the avia-
tion/logistics and contracting career fields, Lynch became a
dive master, on the civilian side, during his military years.  

Following the Marine Corps, the contracts manager moved
to Maryland where he offered his services as a firefighter and
EMT with the Bowie Volunteer Fire Department, completing
1,800 hours of training and obtaining the rank of captain.  He
also volunteered with the Prince Georges County underwater
rescue and recovery team achieving the rank of assistant
chief. 

Lynch is open to challenges -- personally and profes-
sionally.  Joining Marine Corps Systems Command
(MCSC) in 2002, Lynch opened the PM TRASYS field
office with two people executing 20 contracts with a $60
million budget.  Five years later his contracts team
expanded to five people executing more than 500 con-
tracts with a $700 million budget.

Currently, Lynch is focusing his volunteer efforts with the
Florida Highway Patrol Auxiliary where he holds the rank of
captain and is the second in command for central Florida.
Auxiliary troopers undergo a rigorous hiring and training
process similar to a full-time state trooper.  Patrolling two to
three days a week and averaging 45 to100 hours a month,
Lynch would not have it any other way. 

"The way I was raised, you give back -- no matter what,"
Lynch said.  "Volunteering serves as a balance to my life." 

After a long day at work, Lynch goes on patrol -- at times
until 4 a.m.

"To me, it is an immediate satisfaction," he said.  "I have
been doing this for so long.  I go into a zone, and it enables me
to forget about my day job."

Responding to natural disasters and other emergency situa-
tions comes naturally to Lynch.  When Hurricane Katrina hit,
MCSC donated a week of leave to Lynch so he could assist
during the states of emergency declared by Mississippi and
Alabama.  Lynch has given back as an EMT, a
Marine, through the federal government and
with the highway patrol. 

"It is two different worlds between sitting
in an office doing business and out there inter-
facing day-to-day with people -- both good and
bad," Lynch said.  "I love both." 

--- Dedra Jones, Corporate Communications

And SERVE
John Lynch, contracts manager for
the Marine Corps' Training
Systems program in Orlando, Fla.,
has been promoted to the rank of
captain with the Florida Highway
Patrol Auxiliary.  (Lynch photo)

John Lynch patrols
two to three days a
week with the
Florida Highway
Patrol Auxiliary.
(Lynch photo)
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“The way I was raised,
you give back -- 
no matter what.”

- John Lynch
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Dedicated To Federal

Public Service

30

45

Years

Years

Lora Martinez of the command's C4I Integration
department receives a certificate and pin for 45 years
of federal service from Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan,
Marine Corps Systems Command Commander.  
(Photo by Maj. Andrew Belovarac)

Julie Steadman, who works for the Assistant Commander
for Programs, receives a 30-year federal service certificate
from Mr. Barry Dillon, Marine Corps Systems Command
Executive Director.  (Photo by Dedra Jones)
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It's not very often that a four-star Marine Corps general visits Marine Corps -
-System Command (MCSC), but on May 30, Assistant Commandant of the

Marine Corps (ACMC) Gen. Robert Magnus dropped by the command to
thank the entire work force for the job they are doing in support of the war on
terrorism.

"You all can be absolutely proud of what you do," Magnus said.  "You've
had a fundamental impact on the life of the individual Marine and an impact
on U.S. forces in theater.  Your response over the last four years has been as
close to immaculate as you can be."

According to the general, there are 25,000 Marines in Iraq, several thou-
sand in Kuwait and a few hundred in Afghanistan.  "The reports on the gear
that you have given them is fabulous," said the ACMC.  "You're doing simply
an awesome job." 

In addition to speaking with MCSC team members, the general received
briefs and examined displays for just about every program group in the com-
mand.  This included more than 100 pieces of equipment, systems and vehi-
cles, such as the Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement and three different

Maj. David Yost (right)
and Col. Joel
Anderson (center),
both with PG12's
Intelligence Systems,
brief Assistant
Commandant of the
Marine Corps Gen.
Robert Magnus about
the Handheld
Interagency Identity
Detection Equipment.  
(Photo by Dedra Jones)

ACMC  visits MCSC,
thanks employees

16

Fr
on

t &
 C

en
te

r

�



Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan (left), MCSC Commander,
answers a question concerning Marine Corps rifles
asked by Gen. Robert Magnus, Assistant Commandant
of the Marine Corps.  (Photo by Dedra Jones)

prototypes of Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles.  
"MRAP is an example of an extraordinarily important 'taking care of the

Marine' program where you literally are going to reduce the potential life
loss," said Magnus during an all-hands gathering.  "You all are pushing as
hard as you can push with tremendous fidelity, and I know there are people
working six and a half days a week…. You made the system respond for the
Soldier, Sailors and Marines in the field.  You actually made it happen.  And
it's not just MRAP, it's all of you."

The Assistant Commandant indicated that success in theater is directly
related to the command's efforts supporting the warfighter.  

"The level of activity of the bad guys has dropped by a factor of 10," the
general said.  "You have helped the Marines and Soldiers on the ground get
them off balance.  That is tremendous….  What you do is absolutely need-
ed…. You are making the Marine Corps and the United States a winning
force."

--- Bill Johnson-Miles, Corporate Communications 17
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Hundreds of Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) team
-members spent a warm June day at the Hylton Event Center

in Woodbridge, Va., for the command's annual Acquisition
Excellence (AE) Day.  Participants had an opportunity to peruse
more than 20 kiosks and displays highlighting MCSC's areas of
excellence and glean valuable information from three speakers
who illustrated the "Art of the Possible."

"This year's theme and focus is especially relevant in today's
ever-evolving warfighting environment," said Barry Dillon,
MCSC Executive Director.  "We cannot be successful in our mis-
sion of equipping the warfighter to win if we cannot look beyond
'business as usual' and find innovative solutions to the new chal-
lenges of the warfighting environment."

"As we continue to fight the Long War on Terror, it is critical
we support the warfighter by providing him with better and more
capable systems," added Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, MCSC
Commander.  "Their safe return to their families depends upon us
doing our jobs well and with a necessary sense of urgency."

In an opening video, the commander asked everyone to take
the day to "sharpen their axe" and to gain insight from the guest
speakers, all of them "recognized around the world as leaders in
finding innovative ways to meet the critical challenges they face."

Air Force Brig. Gen. Mark Schissler, Deputy Director for the
War on Terrorism for the Joint Staff Strategic Plans and Policy
Directorate, stepped in for scheduled keynote speaker Marine
Corps Lt. Gen. John Sattler, Director for Strategic Plans and
Policy for the Joint Staff, who was unable to appear because of a
last-minute White House request.  The substitute speaker provided
valuable insight on the war and stressed the tremendous job our
warfighters are doing.

"If you are not inspired to do your very best every day,"
Schissler said, "tomorrow when you go to your desk and you sit
down at your computers, think first about the warriors who are
out there fighting the war on terror for us.  And then recognize
that what you do tomorrow might be the breakthrough in just a
few months…. Do not hold back.  What you are doing is critically

AE Day paints the 
'Art of the Possible'

Marine Corps Systems Command team members peruse
more than 20 kiosks and displays during the command's
annual Acquisition Excellence Day.  (Photo by Darren Hillmann)
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important.  Do not ever think you are not involved in the
fight."

The general mentioned jammers and Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected vehicles as examples of programs that are
making a difference.

"I appreciate what you do in terms of providing the
warfighter what he and she needs out on the battlefield,"
Schissler stated.  "A lot of times, in a lot of ways when you
look at this fight, it comes down to their personal protection.
And we have made a lot of innovations and a lot of improve-
ments in personal protection.  We make a lot of changes in
how we operate, trying to keep our folks on the ground alive
to do their job.  In the cases where they have been injured, it
is tragic, it is heartbreaking, but the reality is we brought a lot
more of them home than we have in previous fights because
of breakthroughs in terms of how we protect them."

In addition to Schissler, command employees enjoyed
two presentations.  During the first talk, Lee Evey, program
manager for the Pentagon renovation, both pre- and post-
9/11, spoke proudly of how the many people involved in this
important operation used innovation and urgency to complete
the project far ahead of schedule.  Then, Dennis Carlson of
Pit Stop Technology divulged how he brought new and
unique concepts to the
race car industry and
used the same technique
to help the Department
of Defense benefit from
these innovations.  (See
separate stories on each
of these presentations
earlier in this magazine
in the Equip to Win sec-
tion.)  

Three award cere-
monies were also con-
ducted during AE Day
including the Andrew J.
Higgins Award, Eugene
M. Stoner Award and
Donald Roebling Award.
The honors recognized
exceptional persons and
program teams.  (See AE
Day awards story on
page 24 in the Ooh-Rah
section.)

Putting the final touches on the "Art of the Possible," Mr.
Dillon wrapped up the day's events.

"There always is room and time for improvement, and
we really do have a responsibility to every Marine to do our
very best, which, I believe, you do," Dillon said.  "Think
about the present and think about the future.  Do not limit
yourself at all.  Think about the art of the possible.  Albert
Einstein said, 'Great spirits have always encountered violent
opposition from mediocre minds.'  Be a great spirit.  Think
about the art of the possible.  Do whatever it takes to help our
Marines."

--- Bill Johnson-Miles, Corporate Communications

Air Force Brig. Gen. Mark Schissler, Deputy Director
for the War on Terrorism for the Joint Staff Strategic
Plans and Policy Directorate, provided valuable
insight during Acquisition Excellence Day. (Photo by
Bill Johnson-Miles)

Barry Dillon, Marine Corps Systems Command's
Executive Director, addresses the command's employ-
ees during Acquisition Excellence Day.  (Photo by Bill
Johnson-Miles)

- Mr. Barry Dillon

Inset:  Audience members
listen to speakers during
Acquisition Excellence Day.
(Photo by Darren Hillmann)

‘Do whatever
it takes to
help our
Marines’

19

M
ike Charlie

�



20

Commander shares challenges 
and accomplishments during 
Town Hall meeting

With six months under his belt, Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, ---
-Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) Commander,

addressed a sea of faces on a cold April morning to acknowledge
MCSC's challenges, accomplishments and upcoming events that
lie ahead.  

"The train isn't going to stop, and the merry-go-round isn't
going to slow down -- we need to continue to press," Brogan said.
"In fiscal year 2007, MCSC will exceed $10 billion in supple-
mental funds.  Fiscal '07 appropriations and supplementals need
to be obligated, and we need to put the money we have on hand
on contract."  

To deal with this operational tempo, Brogan said MCSC
needs to hire up to its authority ceiling.  

"We need to hire additional folks and need to get these folks
on deck," the commander said.

During his remarks, Brogan indicated that a major historical
development within
the Marine Corps'
acquisition community
occurred with the
establishment of the
Program Executive
Officer for Land
Systems (PEO-LS).
Located at Hospital
Point, it is the Marine
Corps' first-ever PEO

and will serve as a key organization within the U.S. military
acquisition process.  PEO-LS, under the direction of Col. William
"Bill" Taylor, will house several major Marine Corps acquisition
efforts.  

"MCSC's product groups and infrastructure will remain
unchanged as eight Marine Corps programs, effective April 5,
transitioned to PEO-LS," Brogan said.  "This restructure will not
impact our daily missions.  Working with the PEO-LS will enable
us to unfold greater opportunities for the Marine Corps to equip
our warfighter to win."

Reflecting such opportunities have been MCSC's innovative,
outcome-oriented acquisition contract strategies.  Good examples
of this success include the Ground/Air Task Oriented Radar

(G/ATOR) and AAV Thermal Sight System (AAV TSS) programs.
AAV TSS awarded dual contracts to L-3 Communications and
Raytheon Company Network Centric Systems.  

"The purpose is to get equipment in the hands of operating
forces as quickly as possible," the commander said.  "Once it is
used under real combat operations, the warfighters can tell us
what they like best."

The G/ATOR program awarded a contract for more than
$256 million, including the base award and all options, to
Northrop Grumman Corporation.  The G/ATOR program is struc-
tured as an evolutionary acquisition consisting of four blocks of
incremental development and production with each block building
upon the capabilities of the preceding increments.

Not only are MCSC's programs significant, but more impor-
tantly, so are its people.  With the continued growth at MCSC,
Brogan touched on quality of life for MCSC people by emphasiz-
ing they will not be displaced with seating or parking.  He has
tasked Facilities to develop a statement of work to evaluate and
recommend future site developments.  

Reaching out to those working at MCSC, the command pre-
sented more than 100 team members with awards at Acquisition
Excellence Day in June.  Brogan thanked the supervisors and
managers who took time to nominate those persons and teams for
their outstanding accomplishments.

"Please continue to recognize your staff during the year on
their accomplishments," Brogan said.  

He also emphasized the value of timeliness in filling out fit-
ness reports and appraisals for staff.  An example is the National
Security Personnel System (NSPS).  The commander encouraged
MCSC leaders to engage in the NSPS process and talk with their
people about this new system to ensure the command's workforce
is successful in maximizing their mission performance.

In his closing remarks, the commander talked about those
affected by the Virginia Tech shootings that occurred during the
same week.  After the moment of remembrance, Brogan reaf-
firmed his philosophy, "Do what's right, and do your best,"
reminding everyone that the warfighter they all support is a real
person on the front lines in harm's way today.

--- Dedra Jones, Corporate Communications

Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) Commander, addresses the MCSC
team during the Town Hall meeting in April.  (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)  

Eight Marine Corps programs under PEO-LS:

- Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle (EFV)
- Common Aviation Command and Control System (CAC2S)
- Ground Air Task Oriented RADAR (G/ATOR)
- Lightweight 155mm Towed Howitzer (LW155)
- Logistics Vehicle System Replacement (LVSR)
- Medium Tactical Vehicle Replacement (MTVR)
- Joint Light Tactical Vehicle (JLTV)
- Light Assault Vehicle (LAV) Marine Personnel Carrier (MPC)
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On a beautiful May morning the skies were full of Marine Corps helicopters
-transporting many congressional staff members (staffers) from Andrews

Air Force Base to Marine Corps Air Facility Quantico for Marine Day.  The
remaining staffers were transported to Quantico by buses to the invitation-
only event.  Marine Day, formerly known as Congressional Marine Day,
showcased the Marine Corps' current and future capabilities to more than 375
staffers.

Lt. Gen. James Amos, Commanding General for Marine Corps Combat
Development Command, delivered opening remarks to the enthusiastic audience.
His focus was supporting the thousands of U.S. military men and women in Iraq
and Afghanistan -- citing Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicles and other
Marine Corps programs that help protect the warfighter.  Amos stressed that the
samples of equipment on static display were what
"Marines, Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen are using and
touching today."  

Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) was on
deck with subject matter experts to answer questions while
displaying systems, equipment and vehicles.  

"It is important to engage with the congressional
staffers so they can see the value and impact of the funds
approved by Congress to support the Marine Corps' mis-
sion," said Pam King, Congressional Liaison for MCSC.  

Brig. Gen. John Kelly, legislative assistant to the com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, complemented Amos'
remarks by conducting a question-and-answer session with
the bleachers of staffers.  From a congressional perspective,
Kelly was asked the top three needs for the Marine Corps.  

He gave four without hesitation, listing the need to
support Marines, Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen without
exception; reconstituting the Marine Corps for other contin-
gencies with the best equipment available; providing over-
all support of the military in terms of pay, benefits and long-term career opportuni-
ties; and supporting the Veterans Administration, focusing on wounded veterans.
In reflection, Kelly spoke about returning vets from the Global War on Terrorism
who have lost at least one limb.  

"These are young men and women who will be going into the workforce and
need to be well equipped to get good jobs and to have opportunities to further their
education," he said.

Protecting Marines with good body armor was an area of interest for many of
the staffers.

"The Marine Corps is being proactive with providing the warfighter with the
best available solutions with the advancements in body armor and other pieces of
equipment," said Erin Christian, Individual Combat Equipment team member.
"Given their scope of responsibilities, the staffers can share with their constituents
how a vendor, in their district, is contributing to our efforts in equipping Marines."

The afternoon portion of Marine Day was filled with demonstrations and
hands-on experience at the rifle range.  The sounds of ammunition being shot by
the congressional staffers echoed as they laid on the ground, weapon in hand, with
Marine supervision at their side.  The experience captured the real spirit of the
Marine Corps creed, "Every Marine is a rifleman."  

When asked their impressions of Marine Day, the words ''awesome," "great"
and "cool" poured from the mouths of participants.

"I am happy to be able to participate in Marine Day," said Sam Jackson, con-
gressional staffer.  "Thanks to all the Marines for being so hospitable."

--- Dedra Jones, Corporate Communications

MCSC displays equipment for 375
Congressional staff members during

Marine Day 

Capt. Mike Kostiw of PG13 briefs a congressional
staffer about the Marine Corps M-4 rifle.  (Photo by
Dedra Jones)

During a demonstration, congressional staffers wit-
nessed a Marine Corps Cobra helicopter destroying a
mock tank at a Quantico range. (Photo by Dedra Jones)

A congressional staffer receives hands-on
experience at a Quantico rifle range during
Marine Day.  (Photo by Kathy Reesey)
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Additional events 
completing the

mission

PG13's Maj. Bamidele Abogunrin discusses Marine
Corps rifles at the Infantry Weapons Systems' dis-
play during Marine Helicopter Squadron One's
60th birthday and reunion on Quantico's flight line
in April.  Marine Corps Systems Command provid-
ed many displays for the event.  (Photo by Bill
Johnson-Miles)

Youngsters hang out in a High Mobility Multipurpose
Wheeled Vehicle during Marine Helicopter Squadron
One's 60th birthday and reunion on Quantico's flight line
in April.  Marine Corps Systems Command provided
equipment and many displays for the event. (Photo by Bill
Johnson-Miles)

Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC)
Commander, speaks at the Program Executive Officer Interchange dinner in
late June.  This event, held three times a year, brings together acquisition
executives, general officers and members of the senior executive service from
the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines and Defense Information Systems Agency.
These leaders collaborate on programs, plans and activities for interoperable
command and control system components that enable joint service operations
in accordance with Joint Vision 2020.  MCSC hosted this specific event held
at the National Museum of the Marine Corps.  (NMMC photo)

M
ik

e 
Ch

ar
lie

�

22



Burns, Tracey receive Top
Scientist, Engineer Awards

Two Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) engineers have earned the
Department of the Navy's Top Scientists and Engineers of the Year awards.

Joseph Burns, Assault Breacher Vehicle (ABV) lead engineer, and Lance Tracey,
Marine Corps Transparent Armor Gun Shield lead engineer, received the honors
in May from Dr. Delores Etter, Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research,
Development and Acquisitions. 

"You proved that hard work and innovative thinking can lead to superb tech-
nical achievements," Etter said. 

Burns played a major role in the design, systems integration and manufactur-
ing of all ABVs, which consist of a fire-control system, communications system,
vision system, hydraulic system, electrical system, lane-marking system, emer-
gency jettison system and remote-control system.

"Receiving this award is an honor and a reflection of the hard work per-
formed by many individuals on the ABV team," Burns said. "Of those, I would
especially like to thank Mr. William Macecevic [Ground Transportation Program
Manager] for his continued support of the ABV program during the last six
years."

He was the only government engineer assigned to the ABV program and was
responsible for all aspects of engineering and testing.  As the lead engineer, Burns
managed multiple teams of engineers from other government organizations and
industry.

Tracey, the other MCSC lead engineer honored, designed the Marine Corps
Transparent Armor Gun Shield to provide maximum protection within each vehi-
cle platform's weight and safety limitations while maintaining maximum com-
monality support across the six different vehicle variants.

"If you can't change your mind, you can't change anything," Tracey said,
talking about the flexibility people in his position have to bring to the job.

Tracey was honored for "exceptional engineering and technical contributions
to the design, production and fielding of the Marine gunner armor protection
against improvised explosive device and small-arms fire threats with increased
situational awareness."

Both awardees received letters from Dr. Etter thanking them for their service
and dedication.  "The efforts you exerted will have a positive impact on our Navy
and Marine Corps for years to come," she stated.

--- Jim Katzaman, Corporate Communications

Joseph Burns, Assault Breacher Vehicle lead engineer,
receives a plaque naming him one of the Department of
the Navy's "Top Scientists and Engineers of the Year"
from Dr. Delores Etter, Assistant Secretary of the Navy
for Research, Development and Acquisitions. (Pentagon
Photo)

Lance Tracey, Marine Corps Transparent Armor Gun
Shield lead engineer, receives a plaque naming him
one of the Department of the Navy's "Top Scientists
and Engineers of the Year" from Dr. Delores Etter,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy for research, develop-
ment and acquisitions.  (Pentagon photo)
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Marine Corps Systems Command presented more than 30 awards during three ceremonies at
the command's annual Acquisition Excellence (AE) Day, including the prestigious Andrew

J. Higgins, Eugene M. Stoner and Donald Roebling awards for
acquisition innovation and excellence.  The Marine Corps estab-
lished these three annual awards in 2002.  

The awards are named for men responsible for the design,
development, production and sustainment of three critical items
of warfighting equipment, each leaving a major and enduring
impact on the U.S. Marine Corps.  The Higgins Boat carried the
allies to victory in World War II, the M16 rifle was carried by all
Marine infantryman from Vietnam to Southwest Asia, and the

Amphibious Tractor paved the way for mod-
ern amphibious force operations for more
than 50 years.  The Higgins award is present-
ed to a Marine Corps officer: the Stoner
award goes to a Marine staff noncommis-
sioned officer, and the Roebling award is for
a Marine Corps civilian acquisition profes-
sional.

"These awards serve to recognize indi-
viduals for their superior professional excellence and/or innovation in pur-
suit of the acquisition, fielding and support of systems and equipment to the
operating forces," said Capt. Aaron Abdullah, AE Day awards narrator.

Maj. John Gutierrez of Infantry Weapons Systems
earned the Higgins award for providing Marines
throughout the world with the best individual ballistic
protection available. 

"Countless Marines and Sailors serving in harm's
way were protected from severe injury, and lives were

saved due to [Guiterrez's] accomplishments," stated Commandant of the
Marine Corps Gen. James Conway in the award citation.

Master Sgt. James Hoffart from Armor & Fire Support Systems
received the Stoner award.  He rapidly executed significant amounts of core
and supplemental appropriations on a wide variety of products, ensuring all
artillery assets in Iraq and aboard Maritime Prepositioning Force ships were
always maintained in top condition to support the Marine Corps mission.

Kevin Holt of MC2I, Weapons and Sensors Development &
Integration, earned the Roebling award for "outstanding management and
leadership skills, coupled with [his] unstoppable drive to move forward

under diverse programmatic and
funding issues," according to the
award citation.  This resulted in a defined and devel-
oped modular, scalable, and mobile Combat
Operations Center supporting Marine forces.  

"Few achieve this pinnacle of distinction that
epitomizes the superior caliber and acumen the
Marine Corps seeks in all its acquisition profession-
als," Conway told each honoree through his award
citation.  

In addition to receiving individual awards, the
winners' names have been engraved on official
plaques displayed in the MCSC headquarters build-
ing.  Besides those three awards, the awards listed at
left were also presented during AE Day.

--- Bill Johnson-Miles, Corporate Communications

MCSC presents annual
awards at AE Day

Award for Excellence in Contract
Management
Individual Award: Valerie Mosqueira, MC2I
Contracting Team
Team Award: MC2I Contracting Team

Award for Excellence in Engineering
Individual Award: Lance Tracey, Armor &
Fire Support Systems
Team Award: Intel Engineering Support
Team

Award for Excellence in Financial
Management
Individual Award: Barbara Fielding, Infantry
Weapons Systems
Team Award: Infantry Combat Equipment
Finance Team

Award for Excellence in Information
Technology
Individual Award: Lynn Cava, Workforce
Management Development
Team Award: Computing Platforms and
Services, Marine Corps Enterprise
Information Technology Services Program
Office Team

Award for Excellence in Logistics
Individual Award: Charles Hall, Combat
Equipment and Support Systems
Team Award: Common Aviation Command
and Control System Logistics Team

Award for Excellence in Operations
Research and Systems Analysis
Individual Award: Capt. Paul Deter,
Programs
Team Award: 3D Expeditionary Long-
Range Radar Analysis of Alternatives
Team

Award for Excellence in Program
Management
Individual Award: Col. Peter Reddy, MC2I
Team Award: Team Medical

Award for Excellence in Provisioning
Randy Geoghagan, Light Armored Vehicle

Award for Excellence in Staff Support
Individual Award: Patricia Sparks,
Resource Management
Team Award: Marine Corps Tactical
Systems Support Activity Supply Team

Award for Customer Focus
Individual Award: Valerie Mosqueira, MC2I-
Weapons and Sensors Development &
Integration
Team Award: Contracting Functional
Integration Team

Award for Innovation
Individual Award: Charles Bolin, Combat
Equipment and Support Systems
Team Award: Laser Target Designator
Power Supply Team

Award for Knowledge Management
Lynn Cava, Resource Management

Award for Teamwork
Individual Award: Angela Apperson,
Contracts
Team Award: Marine Corps Transparent
Armored Gun Shield Team

Command Vision Achievement Award
Individual Award: James Riordan,
Computer Intelligence and Networking
Systems
Team Award: Team Medical 

Lawrence P. Kreitzer Leadership
Award
CWO4 Sean Thompson,
Project Officer for the Marine Corps
High-Power Counter-Radio-Controlled
Improvised Explosive Device Jammers 

Mr. Barry Dillon (left), MCSC Executive Director, and
Sgt. Maj. Ethbin Hayes (right), Command Sergeant
Major, presents CWO4 Sean Thompson with the
Lawrence P. Kreitzer Leadership award during AE
Day.  Thompson is the project officer for the Marine
Corps High-Power Counter-Radio-Controlled
Improvised Explosive Device Jammers.  (Quantico CVIC
photo)

James Ripley accepts the
Eugene M. Stoner Award on
behalf of Master Sgt. James

Hoffart of Armor & Fire
Support Systems

AE Day keynote speaker Air Force
Brig. Gen. Mark Schissler (left),
Deputy Director for the War on
Terrorism for the Joint Staff Strategic
Plans and Policy Directorate, joins
Mr. Barry Dillon (right), MCSC
Executive Director, in presenting Maj.
John Gutierrez, Infantry Weapons
Systems, with the Andrew J. Higgins
award.  (Quantico CVIC photo)

Kevin Holt 
MC2I, Weapons and

Sensors Development &
Integration 

Donald Roebling Award
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Legion of Merit

Master Chief Petty Officer Michelle
Jennejahn
Combat Equipment and Support Systems

Bronze Star

Master Sgt. Mickey Wallace
Ground Combat Support System - Marine
Corps

Meritorious Service Medal

Col. Joel Anderson
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Lt. Col. William Parker
Ground Combat Support System - Marine
Corps

Maj. Gerald Brown
Training Systems

Maj. Ruth Cisneros
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Maj. Allan Orr
Infantry Weapons Systems

Maj. William Rice
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Maj. Greg Roper
Infantry Weapons Systems

Maj. Andrew Thompson
Programs

Maj. William Torrico
Counsel

Capt. Jeff Landis
Corporate Communications

Capt. John Willette
Programs

Chief Warrant Officer Terry Kunneman
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Chief Warrant Officer Robert Lee
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Master Gunnery Sgt. Kevin Augustine
Systems Engineering, Interoperability,
Architectures and Technology

Master Gunnery Sgt. Michael Gingle 
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Master Gunnery Sgt. Vicente Griffith 
Combat Equipment and Support Systems

Master Sgt. Kevin Daly
Infantry Weapons Systems

Master Sgt. Mavrick Powell
Ammunition

Gunnery Sgt. Charlett Aubert
Commander's Special Staff

Gunnery Sgt. Jorge Somoza
Marine Corps Systems Command South

Capt. Clint Kappel, Project Officer for
Marine Corps Systems Command's
Amphibious Assault Vehicle Turret Trainer
(AAV-TT) development team, displays the
citation for his team earning the 2007 Navy
Modeling and Simulation (M&S) Award.
Presented in May, the award recognized
members of the AAV-TT team, which falls
under Marine Corps Systems Command's
Program Manager for Training Systems, for
their exemplary performance in developing
and fielding a prototype simulation-based
gunnery trainer in six months. The team
applied M&S principles of re-use, interoper-
ability, effectiveness and efficiency to meet
a critical need for the Marine Corps' pre-
paredness to fight the Global War on
Terrorism.  (Photo by Air Force Staff Sgt. Joe
Laws)

Col. Joel Anderson's family joined him on
the day of his promotion to colonel.  A few
days earlier the Program Manager for
Intelligence Systems for Communications,
Intelligence and Networking Systems,
received the Meritorious Service Medal.
(Photo by Dedra Jones)

Marine Corps Systems Command

AWARDEES
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Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal

Maj. Sean Cary
Commander's Special Staff

Maj. Renee Holmes
Combat Equipment and Support Systems

Capt. Brad Boitnott
Information Systems and Infrastructure

Capt. Jeffrey Decker
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Capt. Jason Iversen
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Capt. Michael Mastria
Programs

Capt. Ronald White
Armor and Fire Support Systems

Chief Warrant Officer Mickey Sanders
Ammunition

Master Sgt. Jay Oneil
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Master Sgt. Chris Sellers
Communications, Intelligence and
Networking Systems

Gunnery Sgt. Theresa Harris
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Gunnery Sgt. Jeffrey Jones
Light Armored Vehicle

Gunnery Sgt. Glenn Smith
Commander's Special Staff

Gunnery Sgt. Nicholas Young
Systems Engineering,
Interoperability, Architectures
and Technology

Staff Sgt. Yvonne Johnson
Weapons and Sensors
Development and Integration

Sgt. Jeffrey Chandler
Ground Combat Support
System - Marine Corps

Meritorious Civilian Service

Bill Franklin
Training Systems

Kim Yarboro
Ground Transportation and
Engineer Systems

Certificate of Retirement

William Broom
Armor and Fire Support Systems

Lynette Dietz
Ground Transportation and Engineer
Systems

Bill Franklin
Training Systems

Master Sgt. Mickey Wallace of Ground Combat
Support System - Marine Corps received the
Bronze Star medal for his service in Afghanistan
in 2006.  (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)

Col. Shawn Reinwald, Program Director for Infantry Weapons Systems (IWS), talks to his team members
during a PG13 IWS awards ceremony at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in April.  (Photo by Capt.
Jeff Landis)

Maj. Andrew Thompson's family was in attendance when he received
the Meritorious Service Medal from Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan,
Commander, Marine Corps Systems Command.   (Photo by Bill Johnson-
Miles)
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MCSC adjusts to NSPS

Marine Corps Systems Command  ----
-(MCSC) has moved well into its

conversion to the National Security
Personnel System (NSPS).  Employees
throughout the command are receiving
NSPS training on the overall design and
specific training in writing performance
objectives.  Everyone must complete
both training sessions. Subsequent class-
es will continue to be held on site for any
employee who has not yet completed the
requirement as well as for new employ-
ees.  Class dates can be found on Tiger in
the Learning Center. 

"MCSC workers got a jump start
into the system, thanks to having experi-
ence with a civilian acquisition work-
force personnel demonstration project
known as AcqDemo," said Colleen
Bryan, Workforce Management and
Development Directorate's (WMD) in-
house NSPS trainer.  "This included pay
banding and pay for performance con-
cepts, which made the adjustment easier
than other
organiza-
tions under
the general
schedule
structure.  But there are significant
changes that still need attention to prop-
erly manage the workforce to accomplish
its mission."

Besides tweaking pay bands and
writing job objectives and self-assess-
ments, command employees, along with
other Department of Defense workers
new to NSPS, will need to make adjust-
ments.

"A new mindset is needed, one that
understands that the new Level 3 rating
in a 5-level system is not an 'average' or

'C' student,'" said Jim Irwin, WMD
Director.  "The new Level 3 rating is des-
ignated for 'valued performers.'"  

This category encompasses a range
of valued performance as further distin-
guished with one or two shares of per-
formance payout dollars on top of any
adjustment to rate ranges (old base pay
rates) or local market supplements (old
locality pay rates).  In addition, the distri-
bution of the total payout amount
between salary and award can add yet
another distinction in performance.
Level 3 employees are ones with solid
performance meeting all expectations
who need little or no supervision to act
on minimal guidance to produce quality
results.  

Employees who require significant
supervision to get their objectives accom-
plished may fit the descriptors for a
Level 2 or "fair" rating.  Level 1 ratings
occur when an employee has failed to
accomplish any one of his or her objec-
tives despite assistance rendered by the
supervisor.  On the other end, significant
accomplishments beyond expectations
are necessary for a Level 4 rating.  

While the command has many
employees working hard to make good
things happen for the fleet Marine forces,
according to WMD, some of that is more
workload and staffing related than per-
formance related.  The command has
many employees working long hours to
fill the gap of staffing shortages that oth-
erwise would allow a normal work per-
formance.  To recognize these people,
MCSC has for the last two years provid-
ed substantial incentive awards for their
extra work in support of the Global War
on Terrorism.  

Level 5 is expected to be rare as it
denotes in its title, "role model."

According to
WMD, that's
a high honor,
and employ-
ees who earn

it will be subject to a pay pool panel
review in their performance and contri-
bution.  

"Many say all appraisal systems
inflate over time, so we'll have to see
what happens," Irwin said.  "But we have
an opportunity to embrace a new design
that provides for fair ratings and payouts
for all if we can keep it in check.  Tying
pay to performance at least helps man-
agers think about those decisions more
carefully."

Irwin becomes 
product group 
director for PG11

Tom Irwin is Marine Corps Systems
Command's (MCSC) new Product

Group Director (PGD) for Marine Air-
Ground Task Force (MAGTF) Command
and Control (C2), Weapons and Sensors
Development, and Integration.  As the
new PGD, Irwin's responsibilities include
Blue Force Situational Awareness, Net
Enabled Command Capability, Joint
Tactical Command Operational Picture
workstations, MAGTF C2 systems appli-
cations, aviation and ground C2, combat
operations centers, fire systems, radars,
unmanned aerial vehicles and air defense
weapons.

With more than 23 years of civil
service under his belt, Irwin joined
MCSC in 2004 as the Common Aviation
Command and Control System systems
engineer and was later selected to the
deputy program manager (PM) position.
A year later, Irwin was assigned to the
deputy PM position in the program man-
agement office for MAGTF C2 systems
(MC2S).  Upon completing the Project
Management Institute's Project
Management Professional certification
and Defense Acquisition Workforce
Improvement Act Level III certification

Tom Irwin, PG11 product group director
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in program management, he was assigned
to the PM MC2S position in September
2006. 

Irwin holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in mechanical engineering from
North Carolina State University.

Modern Day Marine
Expo slated for October

The Modern Day Marine Expo will be
held Oct. 2-4 at Lejeune Field on

Quantico.  Co-sponsored by the Marine
Corps League and Marine Corps Systems
Command (MCSC), this annual exposition
showcases defense industry equipment and
technology suppliers to the Marine Corps.
It is also a forum for Marines to provide
feedback to companies who build and pro-
vide useful equipment and services. 

MCSC is providing an educational dis-
play giving warfighters an opportunity to
review medical equipment; chemical, bio-
logical and nuclear protection equipment;
infantry weapons and systems; and the
Marine Enhancement Program.  All equip-
ment and systems in the display are
already programs of record.  

"We are finding that many times
Marines going into battle have limited
knowledge of the new equipment and sys-
tems available to them," said Gloria Pryor,
MCSC Strategic Communications and
Publicity.  "We are hoping to bridge that
gap by providing displays, videos and
information on how the Marines can use
the acquisition process."

MCSC will also provide information
for vendors that wish to do business with
the command but have no knowledge on
how to use the acquisition system.

Buy Birthday Ball 
tickets early and
possibly win a prize

Ticket sales for the 2007 Marine Corps
Systems Command's (MCSC) Marine

Corps Birthday Ball will commence Sept.
17 for command Marines and civilians.  It
is recommended that MCSC personnel pur-
chase their tickets early to become eligible
for a variety of pre-ball prizes.  Possible
prizes include a free hotel room, gift cer-
tificates and/or ticket cost reimbursements.

Beginning Oct. 9, ticket sales will
open to anyone, including contractors, on a
first-come, first-served basis.  Tickets are
limited to just 900.  Ball Committee
department sales representatives will be
selling tickets through noon Oct. 29, unless
tickets sell out prior to that date.

The ball will be held Saturday, Nov.
10 at the same location as last year's event,
in the Grand Ballroom at the Renaissance
Hotel, 999 9th St., NW, in Washington.
The block of hotel rooms set aside for ball
attendees is expected to sell out early this

year.  Those wishing to
spend the night should make
reservations as soon as the
block becomes available.

MCSC will continue to
host a series of Marine Corps
Ball fundraising events in the
upcoming months to help
defray ticket costs. Fund-
raisers also enable all junior
enlisted Marines to attend
free of charge.  For more
information, visit the com-
mand's Birthday Ball website
on Tiger.

Human capital's
journey never ends

Marine Corps Systems Command --------
-(MCSC) has designed human capital

strategic planning (HCSP) to arm workers
with skills they will need in the future.
The never-ending journey starts with com-
mand leaders who recognize the fact that
acquisition and sustainment are functions
performed by people.  That makes human
capital management the No. 1 goal in the
command strategic plan.

"We need to continue to evolve the
command organization to accomplish our
mission in the most effective and efficient
manner," said James Irwin, Director of the
Workforce Management and Development
Directorate.  To do that, he explained,
MCSC's human capital strategic planning
methodology includes developing work-
force skills, retaining the best people and
promoting and recruiting the right people.

"It is imperative that we strategically
posture our workforce for success in the
face of ever-changing dynamics in the
defense acquisition business environment,"
Irwin said. 

The command Goal 1 Team represent-
ing product groups, program managers,
support groups and a diverse set of func-
tional disciplines has developed a com-
mand HCSP process and a policy letter.  It
addresses organization design and manage-
ment.  A guidebook defines the key players
and their roles and responsibilities associ-
ated with each step.

To learn more about this process, see
the guide to HCSP and the command poli-
cy letter in the Tiger Human Resources
Knowledge Center. 

Mentoring boosts
professional growth

Mentoring has helped attract the most ---
-talented employees to Marine Corps

Systems Command (MCSC) for the last
two years.  The program helps to retain
and refresh workers by providing second-
to-none professional development opportu-
nities while celebrating those who leave or
retire from the Marine Corps.

"Mentoring occurs all the time on an
informal basis and can last a lifetime," said
Colleen Bryan, MCSC Mentoring Program
Manager.  

Back to Zero, a Mid-Atlantic "party band," is con-
tracted to perform at this year's Marine Corps
Birthday Ball.  Tickets for the ball go on sale Sept.
17.  (Back to Zero photo) 

The Modern Day Marine Expo will be held Oct. 2-4 in front of Lejeune Hall
on Quantico.  (USMC photo)

Sy
sC

om
 N

ew
s

�



29

Since mentoring's inception, she
added, interest has been high.  To date,
the command boasts more than 75 men-
tors.  Mentors must attend training and
obtain approval from their functional
managers.  The program is administered
by the Workforce Management and
Development Directorate.  For more
information, call (703) 432-4496.

"Participants in the program enjoy a
variety of benefits, not the least of which
is the ability to meet with an experienced
mentor on a regular basis," Bryan said.
The program, she said, gives people the
opportunity to learn more about their cho-
sen career field "from a more experienced
professional who has walked the road
they now find themselves on."

Donating leave helps
those in need

The Voluntary Leave Transfer Program
can help workers throughout Marine

Corps Systems Command who have per-
sonal or family medical emergencies and
do not have enough leave saved to get off
work to arrange treatment.

Approved leave recipients in the past
have included people who needed carpel
tunnel surgery, a kidney transplant, recov-
ery time from traumatic accident injuries,
a partial foot amputation, cancer treat-
ment, had a brother who needed maxio
facial surgeries and had a child with
epilepsy and mesiotemporal sclerosis. 

Those who want to donate annual
leave should go to this link:
www.opm.gov/oca/leave/html/formindx.a
sp and fill out one of these forms:

-- OPM 630A, Request to Donate
Annual Leave to Leave Recipient Under
the Voluntary Leave Transfer Program
(Within Agency).  Use this form if you
are serviced by the Defense Finance and
Accounting Service Charleston Payroll
Office; or

-- OPM 630B, Request to Donate
Annual Leave to Leave Recipient Under
the Voluntary Leave Transfer Program
(Outside Agency).  Use this form if you
are serviced by other than the DFAS
Charleston Payroll Office.  In Block 6
include the full address, ZIP code and
point of contact, including your organiza-
tion's payroll office. Parts A and B of this
form must be completed.

Deliver the completed form plus a
copy of your latest leave and earnings

statement to Julie Burton at Human
Resources and Organizational
Management, Bldg. 2004, Room 115
(middle office) at Quantico.  Forms and
leave and earnings statements may also
be faxed to Burton at (703) 784-2048.
For more information, call Burton at
(703) 784-1306.

Dominic's opens
grandly

Dominic's of New York opened for  -----
-business July 16 on the Hospital

Point grounds of Marine Corps Systems
Command (MCSC) headquarters on
Quantico.  A temporary trailer is located
near Bldg. 2201, the Old Steam Plant,
along Halyburton Street.  Serving hours

are from 9:30 a.m. to around 2:30 p.m. If
the service is well received, the owner
intends to open for breakfast around 6
a.m. and close around 3 p.m. 

Several
months ago
MCSC conduct-
ed a survey
about the cafete-
ria and food
service.  The
overwhelming
request was for
some type of
fresh-cooked
food service.
Once the utilities
and site prepara-
tion have been
completed,
Dominic's will
be moved to a more permanent site
behind Bldg. 2200. 

Award recognizes
employee  volunteers

Workers who volunteer in their com-
munity are eligible for the

President's Volunteer Service Award.  The
honor recognizes people who demonstrate
outstanding volunteer service and civic
participation during a 12-month period or
have provided substantial service in their
lifetime. 

The awards program runs from Oct.
1 through Sept. 30, which means volun-
teer hours can be included retroactively
from Oct. 1, 2006.  All civilians, military
service members and contractors who
have worked at Marine Corps Systems
Command for more than 12 months are
eligible.  Qualifying volunteer service
must meet national or community needs
in the areas of youth achievement, parks
and open spaces, health communities
and public safety and emergency
response.

For more information, call Lisa
Weaver at (703) 432-4475, Justin
Williams at (703) 432-4479 or Christy
Goins at (703) 432-4474.

A temporary trailer currently houses Dominic's of New
York near Bldg. 2201, the Old Steam Plant, along
Halyburton Street.  (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)

To commemorate the manufacturing of the 1,000th Dragon
Eye unmanned aircraft, members of Marine Corps Systems
Command's (MCSC) Air Defense Weapons / Unmanned
Systems Program Office present Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan
(center), MCSC Commander, with a framed poster and
model of the aircraft.  (Photo by Capt. Jeff Landis)

Cpl. Richard Derby launches a Dragon Eye unmanned
vehicle over the mountains of Afghanistan.  More than
1,000 of these aircraft have been manufactured for the
Marine Corps.  (Photo by Cpl. Rich Mattingly)

Dragon Eye in the Sky
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Joint acquisition tours present 
opportunities

Joint duty remains a key aspect in the career planning for all ---
-Marine officers, and the active-duty acquisition corps is no

exception.  A total of 17 joint billets -- four colonels, 11 lieu-
tenant colonels and two majors -- are located across a variety of
places including the Joint Staff,
joint commands, defense agen-
cies and key joint program
offices throughout the
Department of Defense.  

Marine acquisition profes-
sional officers can be found
serving at the U.S. Special
Operations Command, Joint
Strike Fighter Program Office,
Defense Advanced Research
Project Agency, Defense Logistics Agency, Missile Defense
Agency and Joint Non-Lethal Weapons Directorate.  If you are
interested in more information on the opportunity to serve a
joint acquisition tour, contact the Marine Corps Acquisition
Manpower Management Officer and Acquisition Monitor
Angela Fields at Headquarters Marine Corps, (703) 432-9155,
or e-mail angela.fields@usmc.mil.

MCSC develops road maps for
acquisition career field

Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) is developing a ---
-series of acquisition military occupation specialty (MOS)

specific road maps.  This is to provide enhanced career
planning information to officers serving an initial acquisi-
tion tour.

"We are developing a series of specific ground
and air MOS road maps, which will provide offi-
cers more insight into just how their career may
look as they progress through a variety of tours
of duty in their initial primary MOS," said
Rich Reager, who leads the Ground
Acquisition MOS Integrated Product
Team.  "We are working with our
counterparts at the Marine Air
Detachment, Pax River, Md., to
create products that can serve the
needs of both Marine ground
and aviation officers."  

According to Reager, the informa-
tion provided on the road maps is in
addition to the more generic career path chart and associated
level of required acquisition training provided.  The information
could help officers transition to the primary acquisition MOS

and chart a course for the continuation of their careers as 8059
acquisition management professional officers.  Each map will
show how an officer's career in the both the program manage-
ment or the test and evaluation acquisition career fields could
progress.  

"We want to maximize the usefulness of this type of infor-
mation,” Reager said, “to those officers in a position to consider
a transition to the acquisition management professional MOS as
an option for the future of their Marine Corps careers." 

Tentative dates set for FY08 
acquisition boards

Dates for the Marine Corps' third annual Acquisition ------------
-Military Occupation Specialty (MOS) Selection Board and

Acquisition Command Selection Board have been tentatively set
for Jan. 22-25, 2008.  A Marine
administrative message
announcing the boards was
expected in August.  

According to the Ground
Acquisition MOS Integrated
Product Team, prior to submit-
ting an application for consider-
ation, interested officers should
make sure their acquisition
records are up to date.  Audits of

acquisition records can be arranged by contacting Michelle
McKamy, Marine Corps Defense Acquisition Workforce
Improvement Act manager by phone at (703) 432-4497 or by
email at michelle.mckamy@usmc.mil.  

Active duty acquisition billet 
survey conducted

In April, Brig. Gen. Michael Brogan, in his role as the Marine -
-Corps executive agent for the Acquisition Career Field and

Acquisition Military Occupational Specialty (MOS), initiated a
targeted survey of Marine Corps acquisition billets.  All ground
and air acquisition billets reflected in the Total Force Structure
Management System, which unrestricted officers serve or may
serve, were surveyed during June and July.  

"Data collected and recorded during this effort will enhance
the Marine Corps' ability to manage our acquisition profes-

sional officers and candidates from a personnel and occupa-
tional field perspective," said Rich Reager, who heads the

Marine Corps Systems Command Ground Acquisition
MOS Integrated Product Team.  "With more up-to-date

and in-depth knowledge specific to each of the Corps'
acquisition billets, we think our personnel managers

across the board will be able to plan and slate
acquisition Marines in a more effective and effi-

cient manner."  
According to Reager, the command will

conduct this kind of survey on a recurring
basis "because programs and organizations
are not static," and acquiring updated infor-
mation from acquisition professionals keeps

the program current.  “Matching Marines and their individual
skill sets to specific billet requirements,” Reager said, “will
enhance our ability to manage our acquisition programs.”

This graphic charts the typical career path for a military
occupational specialty 8059 acquisition professional.

MOSacquisition

Staff Sgt. Travis Green (left), an
equipment specialist for Infantry
Weapons Systems, and Lt. Col Scott
Huelse, the program manager for
Optics and Non-Lethal Systems, look
over the proposed new Enhanced
Night Vision Goggle, an optically
fused thermal and night vision device
giving Marines both capabilities in
one small compact unit.  Huelse
holds the 8059 military occupational
specialty as an acquisition profes-
sional.  (Photo by Bill Johnson-Miles)
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