[image: image2.jpg]EQUIPPING THE WARFIGHTER T0 WIN ;





                     Internet: www.marcorsyscom.usmc.mil


Corporate Communications
Public Affairs Office



2200 Lester Street 
Phone:

703-432-3958



Quantico, Va  22134
Fax:

703-432-3284

RELEASE 01-10 

                                       


                         
April 1, 2010
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

POTUS Praises LAV
Marine Corps vehicle showcases national security in energy initiative
MARINE CORPS SYSTEMS COMMAND, QUANTICO, VA. – The spotlight shone on the Marine Corps’ Light Armored Vehicle (LAV) when President Barack Obama announced a series of energy initiatives March 31. The President delivered his remarks from a podium placed near one of the Pentagon’s environmental contributions: an LAV that Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) is attempting to power with a mixture of biofuels.


MCSC, headquartered in Quantico, Va., manages the LAV program through its Program Manager for Light Armored Vehicles (PM LAV) at Warren, Mich. The LAV-25 is an eight-wheeled amphibious infantry fighting vehicle. Through the initial efforts in the LAV, MCSC has established service-wide working groups for coordinated efforts in improving fuel efficiency and alternative fuels across selected tactical vehicles and ground equipment.


“The LAV program office continues to support the Environmental Security Technology Certification Program,” said Bob Lusardi, Deputy Program Manager, PM LAV. “We are evaluating the operational parameters for using biodiesel blends in the LAV power pack, as well as the impact on existing fuel management and handling procedures. This is a multiyear effort ongoing at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, Crane, Ind.”


Besides the LAV, the President also spoke near a modified F/A-18 strike-fighter jet called the “Green Hornet” that the Navy hopes soon will be the first aircraft to break the sound barrier on eco-friendly fuel. The President delivered his speech from inside a hangar at Joint Base Andrews-Naval Air Facility Washington in Maryland. He told a military audience that he chose the venue to underscore environmentally conscious measures that military leaders are spearheading with a view toward long-term U.S. defense interests. 


“This is particularly relevant to all of you who are serving in uniform. For decades we’ve talked about the risks to our security created by our dependence on foreign oil,” Obama said. “But that dependence has grown year after year after year.” 


The President implored a vast cross-section of American society – from military personnel and government civilians, to private- and public-sector employees – to consider how to make the United States less influenced by the agendas of oil-producing countries. 


“It requires each of us … to think about how we could be doing things better,” he said, “how we could be doing things smarter so that we are no longer tethered to the whims of what happens somewhere in the Middle East or with other major oil-producing nations.


“If there’s any doubt about the leadership that our military is showing, you need only look to this F/A-18 fighter and the light armored vehicle behind me,” Obama said. “The Air Force is also testing jet engines using biofuels and had the first successful biofuel-powered test flight just last week.” 


The President praised Navy Secretary Ray Mabus, whose stated goal is to use 50-percent alternative fuels in all planes, vehicles and ships by the next decade, and cited the Defense Department’s $2.7 billion investment in fiscal 2010 to improve energy efficiency. 


“Now, the Pentagon isn’t seeking these alternative fuels just to protect our environment; they are pursuing these homegrown energy sources to protect our national security,” Obama said. “Our military leaders recognize the security imperative of increasing the use of alternative fuels, decreasing energy use and reducing our reliance on imported oil.”
(Editor’s note: The American Forces Press Service contributed to this story.)
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From inside a hangar at Joint Base Andrews-Naval Air Facility Washington in Maryland, President Barack Obama delivers remarks next a light armored vehicle that Marine Corps Systems Command (MCSC) is attempting to power with a mixture of biofuels. The President told a military audience that he chose the venue to underscore environmentally conscious measures that military leaders are spearheading with a view toward long-term U.S. defense interests. MCSC, headquartered in Quantico, Va., manages the LAV program through its Program Manager for LAVs at Warren, Mich. (DoD photo)
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