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It’s The Claw!

Improved Spork resembles something from movie ‘Transformers’
Commonly referred to as “The Claw,” a new component officially known as the “Improved Spork” resembles something straight out of the movie “Transformers.”  Its purpose is to augment the capabilities of the existing Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) Buffalo articulating arm and provide it with new abilities.


"The ability to grasp objects and rotate them during route clearance missions is a significant improvement to the Buffalo platform,” said Timothy Barrons, MRAP Buffalo Project Officer. “The improved controller is very intuitive, and Marines are able to become proficient with The Claw in a very short time."

“These critical improvements allow for more robust interrogation,” added Jim Batton, MRAP Joint Program Office’s Assistant Program Manager (APM) for the Buffalo.

Based on a requirement from operating forces, The Claw was fully developed by APM Buffalo through Advanced Design and Manufacturing (ADM), a rapid prototyping division of the Edgewood Chemical Biological Center (ECBC) Engineering Directorate. According to APM Buffalo officials, ADM was selected to help develop this solution from the ground up.

The project began in September 2008, and the team conducted an initial fielding for Limited User Evaluation in October and November 2009. The Claw was installed on Buffalos at the Engineer Center of Excellence (ECOE) and several Combat Engineer Battalions (CEBs).  According to the APM Buffalo office, initial feedback was favorable.  

“The new Claw controls simplify the use of the Buffalo arm,” said Gunnery Sergeant Richard Deay of 3rd CEB. “The time to train a new user is reduced, and the ability to step down on power allows for more precise arm manipulations. This is one of the best upgrades to the arm I have seen since the Buffalo was introduced.”


“The Claw is a vast improvement to the Buffalo,” added Nick Naquin, an ECOE training specialist. “The new controller is much more user friendly. … In short, this modification will increase the success of route clearance missions, in turn, saving many lives.”  

Fielding of The Claw is expected to begin in June or July.
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A Buffalo with The Claw undergoes Limited User Evaluation at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif. (MCSC photo)
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